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(54) POSITIVE PHOTOSENSITIVE COMPOSITION 

(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve a discrimination between non-picture part and picture part, to obtain high 
sensitivity, high resolving power and good profile and to eliminate a thinning of a resist pattern with time by 
incorporating a compd. generating acid by an irradiation of active light or radioactive ray and a specified resin. 
SOLUTION: The compd. generating acid by the irradiation of the active light or the radioactive ray and a phenolic 
resin having 11 .7% water content are used as a starting material, and the resin in which a phenolic hydroxy group of 
the resin is protected with a group decomposed by an action of acid and increasing a solubility in an alkali 
developer is incorporated- An acid decomposable group-containing resin having a constant quality and high in the 
quality is obtained by reducing the water content of the phenolic resin to <1.7%, and moreover, a photoresist 
composition having high sensitivity and high resolving power is obtained by preparing by using the resin, and the 
thinning of the resist pattern with time from exposure to heat treatment is not caused. 
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